THE OWENS COLLEGE
my interest in mathematics. Besides being a good teacher, he had a vigorous and breezy way with him which kept us alert and made his lectures very popular.
^As I was taking the engineering course, the Professor] I had most to do with in my first three years at Owens was Osborne Reynolds, the Professor of Engineering. He was one of the most original and independent of men, and never did anything or expressed himself like anybody else. The result was that it was very difficult to take notes at his lectures, so that we had to trust mainly to Rankine's textbooks. Occasionally in the higher classes he would forget all about having to lecture and, after waiting for ten minutes or so, we sent the janitor to tell him that the class was waiting. He would come rushing into the room pulling on his gown as he came through the door, take a volume of Rankine from the table, open it apparently at random, see some formula or other and say it was wrong. He then went up to the blackboard to prove this. He wrote on the board with his back to us, talking to himself, and every now and then rubbed it all out and said that was wrong. He would then start afresh on a new line, and so on. Generally, towards the end of the lecture, he would finish one which he did not rub out, and say that this proved that Rankine was right after all. This, though it did not increase our knowledge of facts, was interesting, for it showed the working of a very acute mind grappling with a new problem. ^This was very characteristic of his research work. He would often begin with an idea which, after he had worked at it for some time, turned out to be wrong ; he would then start off on some other idea which had occurred to him while working at the previous one, and if this'turned out wrong he would start another, and so on